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EXCISE 
_ANATOMIZ'D. 
' DECLARING 


That unequal Impoſition of Excrse to be 
the only Cauſe of the Ruin of Trade, the 
univerſal Impoveriſhment, and deſtructive to 
the Liberties of the whole Nation. 


By 2. G. a Well-wiſher of the common Good. 


— 


— 


Rev. ix. Jo And there came out of the Smoak 
: Locuſts upon the Earth, and unto them was given 


Power, as the Scorpions of the Earth have 
Power. | 


Ver. 10. And they had Tails like unto Scorpions, 
aud there were Stings in their Tails, and their 
Power was to hurt Men five Months, 


That this Parliament will, with their ever-ho- | - 
noured Anceſtors, annihilate, utterly aemoliſh 7 
and eradicate, both the Name and Being, Roor 2 

an Branch, of that dereſtable and ſo often . - 
damn Impoſit ion of Ex c1st, whoſe Prudence | | 
never gave it Time to hatch, but always cruſot .» 


it in the very Egg. Vide Page 19. 


| | — 
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ANATOMIZ' p, 
AND 


T R ADE Epitomiz d. 


b hath been the Happineſs of 
this Nation, that the Conſtitution 
of our beſt Laws (principally the 
| yu Charter and Petition o 
a ight) which hath been confirmed 
by ſo many ſucceeding Kings and Parliaments, 
have been always of ſuch Force, that the anci- 
ent fundamental Rights, Liberties, and Pro- 
perties of the People thereof have been ever 
kept inviolable ; inſomuch, that the Fame of 
this our Freedom hath founded Ecchoes of 
Praiſes amongſt all the Nations round about 


us, they thereby emulating our Happineſs, as 


being that which hath crown'd our Felicity, 
with the Name of Plenty, and made our Trade 
the World's Exchange, till of late Years this 
whole Nation hath, and ſtill doth, lie under 


ſuch weighty MAPS by Exciſe, and ſuch like 
; | 2 


heavy 


WA 


9 4 
5 | 4 
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then which was never kr is by 1 | 
incredible Number of Ships, which by à true 


$ 


dor bet maintain the Sails of theit Endeatouys, 
. bir'thix Cills, or, by 
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| » Seronltly\By the Bondage Merchints fuffer af. 


ter by ali their Care and Induſtry, they have 
hazarded their Eſtates,” and by God's Provi- 
dence eſcaped the Danger of the Seas (greater 
nown) as by that almoſt 


* 


Liſt doth appear to be taken ſince our late War 


with Spain, 1200 Sail, (beſides thoſe which 


have been loſt by Shipwreck, Fire, and ſuch 
like Caſualties) ſhould yet be expoſed to an ad- 


ditional Miſery at Home, by not being per- 


mĩtted to deliver their Goods after Sale, with- 
out paying an impoſed Penalty by Way of Ex- 


ciſe ; as if the Trade of a Merchant (Which 


formerly was accounted the moſt honoura ble 


Profeſſion,” and principal Fountain from whoſe 


induſtrious Streams flowed in the Riches, of a 


Commonwealth) ſhould now be looked on as 


uilty of ſome high Crimination, and there- 
ore fitting to be manacled and awed with the 
Bonds of {laviſh-Reſtraint, depriving them of 
ſelling their Goods, with the ſame Liberty 
which the Farmer does his Sheep and Oxen, or 
Landlord his Land and Houſes, without Li- 


cence or paying a Fine; as if thoſe Goods 


which che Merchant hath purchaſed in foreign, 
Parts, were not as properly his as the Gentle-, 
mens Houſes and Lands (or the Farmers Cat- 
tle) as theirs'pior as if bur Laws (ro which all 
claim an equal Title) ſhould be diſpenſed with 


ſycti-partiaFinequality,” that the one Part may 


dase an @oqueſionable Frirege, while the 
wh | other 


( 
other is reſtrained by an unexcuſable Penury: 
Yes; © although this Impoſition be paid to the 
full of what that Law can demand, yet date 
they not deliver their Goods without an Officer; 
fo that by long and tedious Attendance for 
ſuch, beſides other Inconveniencies, (which re- 
quires the Charge of keeping a Servant more 
than ordinary, if they have any conſiderable 
Trade) they often loſe the Sale of their Goods, 
and Conveniency of ſending them away, unleſs 
they will expoſe their Eſtates to a violent Sei- 
zure, by ſuch, who like ravenous Wolves 
(uſing the Law of | Exciſe” for their 'Sheep's 
Cloathing) will not ſatisfy their unſatiable Ap- 


petites with leſs than the greater Part thereof; 


the Commiſſioners of Exciſe always ſetting them 
on (like Maſtiff Dogs on filly Sheep) encou- 


raging and countenancing (not only their paid 


Officers, but fuch as go under the Name of 
Free-booters, no Purchaſe no Pay, all which are 
generally of inferior Rank and no Worth) to 
give Information againſt any whom they pleaſe, 
they being without Controverſy believed, be- 


fore never ſuch able and honeſt Men, that can 


witneſs by Oath to the contrary; becauſe they 
are Judges, and Parties, and Sharers in the 
Booties, though they veil this their arbitrary 
Proceedings with this plauſible Excuſe, that an 


Oath on the behalf of the State renders them 


unqueſtionable. Thus they take the Water out 
of the State's Stream, td drive the grinding 
Mill of their Oppreſſions, putting Men öf 
mean Fortune into a Capacity of yadging and 
"ruining. whom they pleaſe; their Poverty 
prempting them alfo for their o Profit,” to 
Swear, any thing, becauſe by their arbitrary 
orangen & „eren e Nn ITTXA I power 


Power they have half whatever they can Swear 
Men out of, and ſo erect their own Decays by 
others Ruins 3 ſo that from hence ariſeth ſuch 
a Spirit of Lying and Hypocriſy on the one 
Hand, in hopes of Gain; and ſuch hypocriti- 
cal Equivocations, and mental Reſervations on 
che other Hand, for fear of loſing, that like a 


invenomed Serpent, it hath engendered a mo j 

„ abhorred and deteſtable Spawn of careleſs | [ 
Swearing, which is now grown to ſuch a dan- L 
gerous and deſperate Monſter of wilful Perju- : 

ry, that the Cuſtom of this Sin hath taken a- | 


way the Conſcience of it, eſteeming others but 


Ignis Fatui „ Bugbears, and By- words, to | f 
the great; diſhonour. of God, Scandal of Reli- = 
gion, and Infamy of this Nation; ſo that if | 
not ſtopped, (like a Canker) it will eat out the 4 


Life, of Grace, and Spirit of Fidelity from a- 
mongſt us; and then conſequently extinguiſh 
the very Being of Religion and Power of God- 
hineſs, and hereby alſo that facred Bond of an 
Qath... (which. is obſerved by the very Turks 
; : Ne EY as 5-1 22 ang molt bindin 
Tie on Earth, and ſhoul alſo a Chriſtian's 
, || _ ict, Security). will expoſe the Life and Eſtate 
J of every tender Conſcience to thy Mercy, or 
4 rather Cruelty and Treachery of every ane 
Conſcience, whoſe barbarous Actions and un- 


· bridle d Progreſs mn their Impiety, . utterly diſ- . 
9 animates Induliry, and frights the Spirit of In- 
ty ._-:T#edly, Leaſt there ſhould be an Obje&ion 
to made, that the foregoing Grievances have been 


long 


| boa. C0 3 5 | 
dees dae remedied, by ee; 2 Com- 
mitte of Regulation, to put cheek to ſuch 
their arbitrary Proceedings; it ſhall be an- 
ſwered, That however the Parliament — 
intend-it for Good, yet it uſhers in with 

an Aggravation of our Calamities; their Ap- 
2 — only ſounding as if we ſhould — 
plied with healing Salves, and that all 

our —.— and Oppreſſions mould be re- 
dreſſed; but theſe formerly have (contrary 
to the Truſt impoſed on them) applied Corro- 
ſives inſtead of Reſtoratives ; ſo chat the Mer- 
chant, partly with the Attornics and Solici- 
tors to follow their ſeveral Cauſes, and partly 
by the often Trouble and Loſs of Time before 
they can obtain Audience, they find the Re- 
medy worſe than the — and an Addi- 
tion to their Burthens and C _ being 
often turned back to the ſſioners of 
Exciſe from. whence they came; 'rhercb not 
only heightening the Charge of the Nation 
to no Purpoſe; bur as if principled by AAic hi- 
axel, they divide and rule, metamorphoſing 
our beautiful Ornaments of Juſtice and Equity, 
_ Torn. Rags of Opprethon and Devaſta- 
therefore it is now hoped that our Laws 
wall be no longer reſtrained, but that thoſe 
who have received Injuſtice dy the illegal and 
arbitrary Proceedings of the Executioners of 
chat Law (principally the Farmers thereof) 
— now have Löberg to take a due Courſe 
y a — and legal 5 in Common 
abe hereby: our r Freedoms and Liberties 
— d) and that there may be vo 

ut to ſuch es as hath been, and 
is daily, matt illegally done by this Court. I 
4. 


(9) 


4. A fourth Grievance is demonſtrated by 
impoſing Euciſe on the very Sweat. of Jaborious 
Brows, as Brewers, Dittillers, Sqapboilers, Sc. 


who, although their Materials (from whence 
is extracted their Manufactory) firſt paid-Cyſ- | 
tom and Exciſe at its Importation and Sale, yet, 


a eee the 1 . pay it, a- 


* 
* 


As if a aer ſhould f pay * 6606 a not t only 
for his Cows and Hens, but tor the Calves and 
Milk, Eggs and- Chickens, which by the 
Strength and Heat of Nature, is the concocted 


Product of chat F ood which formerly _ 


exoiſes. - 


80 chat 9 the Merchant aud d Trader 
ſtands in as much Fear of the Exciſe-AMan, as 
70 Welch Traveller did of his Hoſt, when be- 


ing at Supper, and finding amongſt his Eggs, 


one with a Chick in it, haſtily 3 it up, 
for fear, leaſt his Hoſt ſeeing it, mi 
hag TR a Groat Bai. Of N 


2 


= Fifty Ban was the Iraginltias of 


Exciſe (as it was inſtituted in its firſt Creatio 
fo” heavily laid, nor executed with ſuch Cru- 
city and Rigour as now, principally by thoſe 


deformed Monſters of this Age, cloak 'd with 


the Name of Farmers of the Exciſe (but in 
ere are no — than unreaſonable 
and tyratical Oppreſſors and Monopolizers of 

our Fredom) who inſolent Vileneſs, and ex- 
hauſting Seen. "Eanſcends- all - former 
Tae” p- to wh 


75 
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| (10) 
of High Commiſſion, and fe 
| juſtly fell) never ran Parallel, adding all thoſe 
unworthy, (and ſo much exclaimed againſt) 
Patentecs, with its Projectors together. 


Some of whom, by the Stirrup of Pride and 
Ambition, aſpiring to lay hold on the Bridle 
of our Oppreſſions, (Exciſe and ins, Jenner) 8 


have eclipſed. the Honour of this Nation an 


City, by mounting into the Saddle of State 
and Government. „ | 


Others of them (being Monqpoli ers of the 
Country Exciſe) have not bluſhed (in their un- 
human Boaſtings) to ſay, That they would 
leave them ſo bare, e're they had done with 
them, that whoſoever ſhould Farm ir after 
their Leaſe is out, ſhould never be able to do 
good by it. Thus they inlarge the gaping 
ulf of their greedy. and unfatiable Deſires, 
and- (like Egyptian 70 rn ah *) they, compel 
from us our Tale of Brick, when themſelves 
have gotten all the Staw ; proclaiming, them- 
ſelves hereby, to be of the Number of Solo- 
mon 's wicked ones, whoſe tender Mercies are 
Cruelty, adding hereby not only Shame to 
their Poſterity, but Sin to their Souls. 


So that contrary to the Charity of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians Þ (who ſold their Poſſeſſions, to 
relicye and make up the Breaches of thoſe thay 
Wanted) theſe purchaſe their Poſſeſſions by their 
| Oppreſhonsthough BE hazard the Intail there- 
49 


to be accompanied With a Curſe to their Poſ- 
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terities, they (being wrapp'd and covered with 
depraved Cruelty, as with a Garment) bleſs 
themfelves, in their impious Achievments; ad- 
ding. Impudence to their Inſolence, and by 
their grinding and crucl Innovations proceed to 
the violating of the very fundamental Rights 
and Liberties of this whole Nation, that 


groaning under its heavy Weight and unſup- 


portable Burthen, it lieth gaſping for Breath; 
they having, like unſatiable Horſe- leeches an 

Caterpillars, ſo devoured and drawn forth the 
Treaſure thereof, that all our former flou- 
riſhing Tranquility, is thereby become a Ske- 
leton of dry Bones. =o ODOR 
6. A fixth Grievance by Exciſe is, the Ine- 
uality of its Impoſitions, by compelling the 
ayment of Exciſe, tor the very Cuſtom and 
Charges of all Goods, they being generally 
not only much over-rated, but thoſe which 
are at the loweſt Rate, comprehend alfo the 
Cuſtom and Charges ; ſo that hereby, it doth 
evidently appear, that the whole Stock and 
firft Principal is totally eaten out, in leſs 
than two (in ſome) in one Return, beſides 


the Inſurance, Freight, and Charges which 


attends all Goods; yea, many 'Times the 
Goods are not worth the Charge. 5 
As for Inſtance, in Spaniſh and French Wines, 
which though never ſo much decayed, muſt 
pay Exciſe 4.1. per Ton Spaniſh, and 2 J. 10 8. 
per Ton French, beſides the Cuſtoms and all 
other Charges; although the Value of theſe 
Wines will hardly amount to the very Charge 
of Exciſe : And this is one of thoſe cruel Laws 
i B 2 which 


(612) 


which the late unpatterned Tyrant made; 
aiming by theſe, and ſuch like Oppreſſions, 
to ſink, and vail, both the Merchants and 
Traders, and (with theſe Pillars) the Proſpe- 
rity of "the whole City ; imitating Aadhinvels 


Principles, leaſt the flouriſhing! Eſtate of ſo 


large a Head might Counterpoiſe, and turn 
the Scale of all his ufurp'd Dominions. 

And that which yet adds a greater Ag- 
gravation to the Merchants Miſeries, is, That 


it is brought to a Cuſtom that they muſt pay 

Exciſe like wiſe upon the Sale of their Goods; 
ſo that hereupon they are forced not only to 
employ double the Stock uſual, but often 
(57 the failing of their Debtors) they loſe 
both their Srock, firſt disburſed in foreign 

Parts, and alfo the Cuſtom and Exciſe there- 


of, together With all orher Charges; and yet 


> hg the State (if their Trade be any 
dies conſiderable) the Value of their whole 


Stock yearly; yea, many Traders pay above 


treble their Stock, in Cuſtom and Exciſe an- 


nually: How then is it poſſible this Nation 


can poſſibly flouriſn, when the Merchants (the 
natural Fountain of this Nation's Proſperity) 
are obſtructed and deprived of their former 
7 which in all other State, and Do- 
mintons, they have a tender Reſpect unto, 
and always confer more peculiar Prerogatives 
for their Encouragement, than to any other 
Profeſſion: Being fenſible, that with their 
Well-being conſiſts the Proſperity of their 
whole Territories; witneſs the Duke of Tuſ- 


cany,' who by the Policy of granting free 
rf 


eges to Merchants (upon very ſmall or 
| | ng 
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no Duties) hath of a poor Fiſhing Village, con- 
verted it to a moſt flouriſhing and ſtrong City, 
and with it, thereby enriched his whole Do- 


minions; and it hath ever been the chief and 
principal Policy of the States of Holand, in 


all Times to procure of all Kings and States, 
ſome peculiar Prerogative above us and other 
Nations, for the Eaſe of the Merchants Charge 


of their Nation; whereby (together with the 
ſmall Cuſtoms they pay at Home, and half 


Ce 
che Charge in ſetting. forth their Ships, that 


we have) they inſenſibly eat us out of both 


N Trade and Shipping; as already doth ſo fre- 


ently, moſt apparently appear; in that it is 
Idom ſeen, that any Merchants that hath 
any Parts of Ships here, can reap the Intereſt 
of their Money; but often Times, they on eve- 


„ - N add more Stock (in Place of re- 


ceiving Intereſt) to the ſetting them forth a- 
gain; ſo that the Merchants building, or buy- 
ing a Ship for any Maſter, doth but purchaſe 


an Inheritance for him, while themſelves ſuf- 


fer; and therefore, maſt much dithearten them 
therein, and is the great Cauſe of our Decay 
in Shiping, in regard they are neceſſit ated to 
be at greater Charge in victualling, and more 


numerous Manning them, than the Hollanders. 


Becauſe: they cannot be furniſhed with Con- 


voys to condutt them, which the State of Hol- 
and ever maintaineth, and alloweth to all; 


and in Equity ſhould alſo be greater by this 
State, becauſe the Cuſtoms they pay (which 
is upon that Account) are greater. 


Thus as our Shipping goeth to Decay, the 
Hollanders inc reaſeth, and the Nation flourith= 


eth; | 
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tion, and provided againſt by ſome good 
Laws, this Nation will ere long be ſubjugated 
to thair Wills, as the Curthaginians, Who, as 
long as they continued their naval Power, 
were able to wage War with their Neighbour 

tc; the Romans, upon equal Terms; but 
upon their Neglect thereof, they were ſudden- 
ly involved into a conſtrained Obedience. 
eden 36063 36 . 40 aid ON 26 don el MILD 
And ſo likewiſe; had we miſerably. ſuffered 
in 1.588. had not a ſpecial Providence and 
Benediction attended the Endeavours of our 
naval Forces, with a happy Succeſs againſt the 
Navy of the _ of Spain, and the reſt of 
the Confederate Princes, when they came a- 
gainſt us with ſuch a potent and numerous 
Armado. ien LOLITA ng 


a: 355 * 4 | 21 rr. ſ 14 bs Q) 4334 Y ) 
J. A ſeventh Grievance, is by the frequent 


burthening Mens Conſciences, be enforcing of 


Oaths impoſſible to be taken; fo that many, 
to avoid wronging their Conſciences, loſe their 
Trade and Sale of their Goods, while others 
(ſtretehing their Conſciences to the Extent of 
the Exciſe Man's Tainter) carry away the Trade 


from them. FLEE 


Neither is the Rigour of theſe Enforce 

ments, any whit inferior to that Rack of good 
Mens Conſciences (the Star-Chamber, and 
High Commiſſion Court) formerly ſo much 


condemned and exclaimed againſt, as a Mark 


of the higheſt Tyranny; but, as if their ty- 
rannical Ambition diſdained to come ſhort: of 
their Predeceſſors, they have ſo far aerger 

| 8 them, 


3 9 4 3 
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| ( 15 ) 
them in this their oppreſſive Court; that they fiot 
only. compel Men to ſwear againſt themſelves; 


but . alſo Apprentice-Servants againſt their 
Maſters; though abſolutely contrary to their 


Oaths and Covenants, which they make ar 
their firſt Entrance into Servitude to them; 
herein appearing ſuch active Agitators of Ty- 
ranny, that they have attempted to act that 
which the Star- Chamber Commiſſioners never 


durſt ſo much as to think of: So that hereby, the 


Exciſe-Man (like the ſubtle Jeſuit in Affairs of 


State) hath an unavoidable Inſpection into the 


Myſteries of Trade, and thereby are in a Capa- 
city upon all Occaſions, to enter upon the 
fame Way; and ſo conſequently not only ſhuffle 
out antient Traders, but like wiſe ſtifle the very 
Infancy of new Beginners, and Fortunes of 
ſecond Brothers, whoſe Trades have formerly 
proved ee, as hath exceeded the 
Inheritance of their elder Brothers; but at the 
prelent(hy this curſed Exciſe) it is almoſt utterly 
decayed, unleſs fome ſpeedy Courſe be taken 
for its Remedy; tor being truly conſidered, 
reflects much on the Intereſt not only of Tradeſ- 
men, but the moſt eminent Families of the whole 


Body of this Nation will in ſome meaſure ſuf- 


fer, being epitomized, and contracted into the 
Trade of this City. 


8. The eighth Grievance is, the uncivil Pro- 


ceedings of the Officers thereof, who, upon e- 
very Suſpicion, and often malicious Informa- 
tion, come unto our Houſes with armed Men, 


and if not immediately let in, violently break 
open our Doors, to the great 1 
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and Amazement of our Wives, Children, and 


Familics. 


os The ninth demonſtrateth the Inequality 
of this Impofition, depriving the Common- 


wealth of many Members, who forſake their 


Callings to be Waiters, Intormers, Free-booters, 


with an innumerable of Rabble idle Drones, 


who make their Gain by honeſt and laborious 


Mens Ruins, and (like Swarms of poiſome 


Locuſts) they over- ſpread and devour the Sub- 
ſtance of the whole Land, and become as 
chargeable to this Nation as a conſiderable 
Army; fo that notwithſtanding the Revenue 
that cometh in by Exciſe is ſo vaſt, yet the 
fourth, if not third Part is eaten out by the in- 


numerable Multitude of Officers; all which 


(beſides the large Profits which the Monopoli- 


Sers thereof reap, being near ſufficient to main- 


tain another Army) might be taken off, to an 
unexpreſſible Eaſe of the People. 


And then might we in ſome meaſure ſay, 


We have the Privilege (as well as the Name) 
of a Commonwealth, when the Charge of the 
Nation is three Parts leftcned, and not ſo hea- 
vily laid on the Back of Traders; but all Con- 
ditions bear a proportionable Share of the 
Nations Charge, according to their Abili- 


ties; and this cannot any way be done, but 


by raifing Monies by Subſidies, Tenths, or 
Fiftecnths, according to the uſual and laud- 


able Way of our Ancettors : And by this Way 


only did they defray all Charges, when this 
Nation was beſet (with tar more Dangers than 


now hath appcarcd for many Ycars) both with 


French, 


(17) 


| French, Scots and Spaniards ; and then alfo, 
had they very {mall andglow. Cuſtom; and: yer 
the Expences of the Col 


rt likewiſe to defray, 
which is now ſo much cry'd out againſt as an 
extraordinary Charge of the Nation. 


Bur tis the general Opinion of ſome (whoſe 
Affections perhaps concenter not with the 
way of this preſent Government). that this 
Parliament (being moſt, or all landed Men, 
and few Traders) will never take, away the 
Exciſz, becauſe their own Burthens will there- 
upon become greater ; but inthis it is ſuppoſed 
that Opinion Bath darkened the Eyes vi their 


Judgments, which is very much hoped will 
be 


uddenly teſtified to the World; the Par- 


liament being ſufficiently informed and ſenſible 


of the ſinking and languiſhing Eſtate of this Na- 
tion (by this Exciſe). tor want of Trade, and 
that they will therefore manifeſt to the W orld 
that they diſdain ſo much as the Thoughts of 
Self-Endedneſs, by taking away, and utterly 
aboliſhing this general Burthen of Exciſe from 
the People; though in the mean Time them- 


ſelves in ſome meaſure ſuffer by a larger Tax; 


yet is ſuppoſed cannot much exceed ordinary, 


if we thoroughly conſider the great; and vaſt 
Charge that will be taken off by the innumer- 


able Attendance of this Exciſe. 


* 
. * 


Beſides theſe, and many more inſupportable 


Burthens, that lierh* upon this Nation by Ex- 
ciſe (too redious here to inſert) it uſhereth in 
with it an innumerable Train of Oppreſſions: 
In Conſideration whereof no former Parlia- 


ment would cver confent to a Grant thereof; 


D. until 


2 7 " 
— 
» 
W 


es ©. 1 Aton 211. 0 18 n $i S [JO SJ. 
until the Year 1643. at which Time (the Afr 
fairs of State fluttering on the Wipes... of 
doubtful Succeſs, againſt the Forces of the late 
King; and not knowing which Way the Hand of 
God's Providence might turn the Scale) the Par- 
liament (to carry on the great and imergent Af- 
fairy of the State in the Depth of their Extręmity 
in that Juncture) did (for the Eaſe of thoſe who 
ſided with them) impoſe the ſame,., becauſe 
thereby they brought the Enemy to e to 
the Maintainance of the War againſt themſelves, 
which by no other Way could be; for we ha- 
ving all the Maritime Ports of Conſequence, 
and they the Inland only, their Neceſſities re- 
quized a Supply of all Merchandize from us, 
f and fo paid Exciſe, which defrayed the Charge 
WS of the Parliament's Army, and was, their on- 
ly Policy.,and: chief Reaſons for impoſing, the 
* ame, as by their own Ordinance, 11 Spt. 
| pg hog appear; yet did they then impoſe 


fame with much Regret and Unwilling- 
neſs,,; becauſe contrary to the Great, Charter, 
and Pxtition of Right, which, invironeth our 
Rigbts and Liberties; and therefore, — 
ſympathizing with us therein, they then li- 
mited it to continue but one Lear, hoping by 
that Time to bring thoſe, which adhered. to the 
King under their Obedience; and then again, 
to rajfe Money for the 18 of State, 
by the antient and equitable Way of Subſi- 
dies; yet finding that War to continue longer 
than their Expectations, they were again ne- 
ceſſitated to renew their former Ordinance, 
8 Aprif 1644- e cen eee e 
Lear, from the cleve Hh 9 September follgw- 
ipg, leaſt its continued Progrels might ene h 
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vate our Calamities, as by the foregoing Par- 
ticulars/ hath too apparently eppenitchs But it 
was never known, that ever any Parhament 
in and before, did levy Moneys by Way 
of Exciſe; they never having ſuch” unhappy 
Cauſes to force them to ſuch Impoſitions, 
which then was the beſt and moſt equal, and 
carried with it much Reaſon and Policy, be- 
cauſe no other Way could be found to bring 
the King's Party to pay towards the Main“ 
tainance of the Parliament's Forces ;ꝰ therefore 
it is generally hoped, that the Cauſe and Rea- 
ſons being now removed, the Effects and Thing 
itfelf' will be likewiſe taken off; and tliat this 
Parliament (conſidering the Cauſe of our De- 
cay and Ruins) will with their ever-honour- 
ed Anceſtors, annihilate, utterly' demoliſh, 
and eradicate, both the Name and Being, 
Root and Branch, of that deteſtable, and fo 
often damnedImpoſition of Exciſe, whole Prudence 
never gave it Time to hatch, but always 


cruſh'd it in the very Egg, at its "firſt No- 


mination; it being ſuch a Stranger to our 
Fre- Futhers, that no Hiſtory nor Chroniclè What- 
ſoerer, hath ever been ſeen to nominate it be- 
fore the third Year of King Charles; at which 
Time the Duke of Buckingham, and other evil 
Counſellors, endeavoured to ſet it on Foot, 
dating it after the Summons of that Parlia- 


ment, and iſſued it to thirty- three Lords, and 


others of his Majeſty's Privy-Council ; rhere- 
"by" authorizing "and 'nrging the ſpeedy railing 
the "ſame Impoſition,; and not to fail therein, 


as they tender d his Majeſty's Honour, and the 
Safety of the Kingdom" and People; Yer the 
Houle of Commons having Notice hereof; ſent 
1338 JOQUNR 21919001 1 KA 
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n for it, and without one diſſenting Voice, nated 
it and adjudged it to be againſt Law, and con- 
repre ane Right. ban doit! 8 
And then defiring/ a Conſeardes; => our it 
with the Lords in the Painted Chamber, after 
the Commillion, was read, Sir Edward Cook, 
and Mr. Clanvill, by tlie Commons Appoint- 
ment, did there manifeſt the Illegality, Strange 
neſs, and dangerous Conſequence of it to the 
whole Kingdom; and amongſt other Expreſſi- 
ons; he ſtiled it, Monſtrum horendam, informe in- 
gence, (deſcanting upon every Word) yet bleſ- 
led be God, its Eyes were pulled out by che 
Commons in Parliament, (which they hoped 
their Lordſhips would ſecond) before it ever 
ſaw the Sun, or was ever brought forth into 
the, World, ito conſume and devour: the Na- 
9 5 k 41 
" "Whereapon the Lords fully and ay 
| -canrurred: with the Commons, adjudging it to 
be againſt Law, and the Petition of Right, and 
fit to be eternally damned; and upon the Lords 
Requeſt to the King, this Commiſſion was can- 
£eleg. 3 in his Majeſty's: Preſence, by the Lord- 
Keeper, and by them ſent, cancelled, to the 
"Rona, of Commons for their Satisfaction; 
Who returned it back to the Lords, with nen 
Mr heir Care and Concurrence berein. q 


__ 1 ani « ache e 58 
es to, ſuch illegal, Proceedings, June 21, 
2628, they caſt, Sir Eduard. Sauer (a Member 
of the Houſe) out of it, and upon folemn De- 
ate, committed him Priſoner to the Tower, and 
118 7709 | perpetually 


= 3) 3 uv Ho. 
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_ |, perpetually [diſabling him from ſerving in the 


arliament for the future, becauſe he had a 
chief Hand in making a Book of Rates for 
Tunnage and Poundage, and laying Impoſiti- 


ons on the Subject, in Nature of a Projector. 


And likewiſe ſuſpended Mr. Jen, Baber, 
(then Recorder and Burgeſs of Welli) only for 
making a Warrant to Billet Soldiers on ſome 


of the Townſmen, againſt Law and Subjects 
Liberty; reſolving that all the Projectors and 
Promoters of illegal Impoſitions, were unfit” to 
Sit and Vote in any Enghiſh Parliament, and 
fit to be turned out thence with greateſt In- 
am. | e 


If therefore theſe Proceedings in illegal Tm- | 
politions, were then ſo ſolemnly and unani- 
moully condemned, as contrary to the Law of 
the Land and Petition of Right, it ſeemeth 
now exceeding ſtrange, and abſonant to Reaſon, 
that ſo much Blood and Treaſure ſhould be ſpent 


to Purchdſe that Miſery from which we were then 


freed. Dr 


Neither would this Parliament ſo much as 


paſs a Bill for Subſidies, but on the 25th of 


March 1628, they did unanimouſly declare, 
that it had been the old Cuſtom and Uſe of our 
Parliaments,” conſtantly to redreſs, re-eſtabliſh, 


and ſecure, their violated great Charter, Laws, 
and Liberties, in the firſt Place, before the 
would Debate, or grant any Aids or Subſidies 


and neceſſary) it being both dangerbüs and 


imprudent; and a Bréach of their Truſts 
Heis towards 


\ 4 
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towards the People that elected them, to Play 
an After- game for their Liberties, Laws; an 

Grievances; which would never be effected nor 
redreſſed after Subſidies once granteee. 


Whoſoever ſaw or heard of the Declaration 
of the Commons in Parliament, dated Septem- 
ber 8, 1642, could not have thought but they 
would have been as faithful and tender in pre- 
ſerving the Liberties and Priviledges of the. 

Subject as ever their Predeceſſors were, When 
they declared that they had received Infof ma- 
tion, that divers publick Rumours and Aſperſi- 
ons are caſt upon this Houſe, that they intend 
to Aſſeſs every Man's Pewter, and lay Excife 
upon that and other Commodities: The Houſe, 
for their Vindication therein, do declare, that 
thaſe Rumours and Scandals are raiſed by ill 
affected Perſons, and tendeth much to the dif- 
lexvice of the Parliament. It is therefore or- 
dered, that the Authors of theſe falſe and 
ſcandalous Rumours ſhall be ſearched and en- 
quired after and apprehended, and brought to 
this Honſe to receive condign Puniſhment.” * 


Let notwithſtanding (as if ſuch' à Declaras 
tion had never been made) the Parliament le- 
vied this Impoſition rhe very ſucceeding Lear: 
So that now we can only ſay, we had fueh no- 
ble and worthy Patriots ſitting at the Helm of 
our Commonwealth, who would hazard their 
being blown over- board by Storms and Tem- 
peſts, before they would neglect their Truſt; 
it is now only wiſhed that one Drop of that 
noble Blood and Reſolution were yet remain- 


013 ſhould . 
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ſhould we Reap (or at leaſt Glean) ſome Part of 


the Fruits thereof. But ſome there are, who 


endeavour to tickle our bleeding Wounds, and 


think to ſet our finking Condition afloat, and 
rectiiy the Diſtempers of our Exciſe Malady, 
by preſcribing a Removal from Broad-ſtreet to 
the Cuſtom- Houſe; and to this End have endea- 
voured to propagate it by Petition; but they 
axe not ſenſible of the Inconveniences that 
will ſucceed; they know not that the Dead 

are there, and that her Gueſts are in the Depth 
of Hell: For though hereby the great Expence 


of Officers may be taken off, yet would it 


prove of dangerous Conſequence, and be a 
means to have it perpetuated with the Cuſtoms; 


ſo that we had better endure the Inconveni- 


ences we now ſuffer for a Time, where it is, then 
be yok'd to it for ever in another Place. This 
Deceit is much like that of Boys, who hiding 
a Pin in a fair Roſe, prick thoſe that Smell it. 
But we muſt have an Eye as well on Jael's Nail, 
which will pierce our les, as on her Milk and 


Lodging, to relieve our Thirſt and Wearineſs'; 


as well on Dallila's Sciſſars to cut our Hair, as 


oP her Lap to lull us aſleep; as well behind on 
dhe 


Tail of the Serpent, as on the uniform va- 
riety of his checquered Body. Now herein. 
lies the Danger of ſuch Impoſitions, that like 
Snow- balls, they are always gathering, and like 
Rivers, that the farther they go, increaſe to a 


larger Magnitude; and as the People of Napler, 


whoſe, voluntary Contribution was at firſt ten 
Carlins to Alphouſus, towards the Maintenance of 
the Wars of Spain; after that it increaſed to 
five Carlins more in the time of Ferdinando, and 
Ni 


from 


66246 
Rem chat Time 3 it increased by 1458 
grees to ſixty fix Carlins, | 0 


So that to raiſe this, they be 4 Gatit 05 5 
Exciſe) upon all manner of Neceſſaries for 
Food, even to , "On | Applet, and all, 
other F ruit. | N 


80 that charles V. compe led Roch Frm in 
ten Taxes, five Millions 75 Gold; and 5%. 
Gp II. in thirty three ſeveral Times, thirty | 
Millions of Gold; and Philip III, and IV. from 
1628 till Maſſanelb s Riſing, a hundred Millions 
of Gold. 


Thus: their Gabe! (or Exciſe) like the Aber 
Nitus, never ceas'd increaſing, till a univerſal” 
Deluge of Miſery had ſo overſpread that flou- 
riſhing Kingdom, that the Banks thereof (not 
being able to contain) broke forth with iuch 
Violence, as threatned (with its Ruin and De- 
ſtruction) a perpetual Rent, at leaſt, from his 
other Dominions. I need not enlarge, Mr. 
Prin having more particularly ampel and 
demonſtrated the Illegality of this Exciſe, in 
| _ inen an an, che 

me. 


And it is God's great Mercy that our Ex- 
ciſe; which hathi filled our Land with ſuch an 
innumerable Number of Poor, hath: not e're 
this cauſed a general Inſurrection and Devaſta- | 
tion; here likewiſe, it being grown to ſuch; a 
Height, and extorted with ſuch . intolerable / 
on, as it is atithis Day, by a curſed 
n of un and thoſe who have 
| ler 


Ts 

let the ſame, have done no better than enſlaved 
| the Whole Nation, by ſelling their Freedoms 
(and our formerly ſo famous Liberties) to ſa- 
tisfy ſome particular Mens Lucre. 


"Therefore this Monſter (Exciſe) ſhould be 
dealt with as Focaſta did with OEdipus, who 
not only crippled and caſt him away in his Intan- 
cy, that he might have no Feet nor Foundati- 
on to ſtand on, bur likewiſe flew him, that he 
might not revive again ; for why ſhould we 
hug a poiſon'd Dart in our already wounded: 


But ſome will ſay, how can it be expected 
that this Exciſe can be taken off, ſeeing the pub- 
lick Debts are contracted to ſuch a vaſt Sum, it 
is impoſſible that ever publick Debts ſhould. be 
diſcharged without it. To which I-anfwer, it 
can never be expected ſo long as that continues; 
for the Burthen that it brings with it is greater 
than it takes away, and to continue it is but 
to pour Liquor into a Veſſel by the Spicker, 
while in the mean Time it runs out at the 
Bung; whereas by taking off this Burthen 
(though in the Place a Subſidy or Tax be laid) 
we ſhall have a third, if not half, our Shackles 
knockt off at once. | $1113 ro) 


„Is there no way to ſupply the Neceſſities 
of this State, but by imitating the Devil's Re- 
medy, Who (taking the Opportunity of Chriſt's 
Hunger) perſwaded him to relieve himſelf by 
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Seeing an 0 0 10 9 ö way 15 1 zuhſz⸗ 
dy, may do it more eaſily and e Way. 
fawald a an extraordinary Way be uſed... 215836 - 


4 know there are a Malzirade that will plead 
15 the Continuance thereof; but Rl Blog loo] 
en. the Force of their Argument, the Stream of 
their Diſcourſe tends only to N th eir own. 
Mill, and like Demetrius the Silverſmith, who. 

apologiz'd for Diana: Sirs, you 1855 7 this 
Craft we haye our Goods, and i $5 a 
down, our Livings go down with 1. 15755 
their own private Profit _ Be e 


the publick Good. 


Thus far to teſtify (wich 415 ae 
the miſerable Poverty that is brought on this 
whole; Nation for want of Trade, by this i 
unequal Way of Exciſe. 


There: remgineth yet other ati «hath 
cauſeth | an Impediment to Trade, and ſo con- 
ſequently. the jmpoveriſhing 155 whole Nation, 
and that 1s by mpoliog lach 1 55 on 
all. Goods, far exceeding what At merly 
been; and that which yet aggravates 1 7 175 7 
then is that Argeer Duty, importing ten 55 
Cent. Cuſtom, forcibly extorted from all! 
chants for all imported Commodities; but chat | 

which, is yet more abhorted and, deteſtable, is, 
that all this is ſhrouc d un er the. News, of a 
Charitable AG. to redeem Capti 


deed. it hath, been converted iP, oth & Fader 57 
neither. is there a Ne ee t ; luch, olle os, 
in n zegard of our * ene Amity with that Nas | 

| tion 3 


will be far greater than now. 


he {27y 
tion: Beſides, when. we were at Peace with! 
chem, apd were ts « reg} Way. to redeem Cap- 
tives, yet did we then only pay the Moiety 
that we now do; and, this was one, amongſt 
others, of the late Tyrant's Tricks. 


"Now if this Parfiament, in their Wifdom? 
would pleaſe to conſtitute a Committee for the 


Advance of Trade, that Cuſtoms might be ta- 


ken down to a lower Rate, we might thereby 
much recover out loft Trade, and this Land 
would become a Store-houfe for all Nations, 
and thereby, conſequently, the Reception of the 
Cuſtoms would be larger than now it is. 


For firſt, the Importation of Merchandize 


Then Secondly, All thoſe who (while there 


are great Impoſſtions) will hazard the Loſs of 


all their Goods, rather than pay ſo much, will 
then be content to pay the whole, without 

ſeeking to Save. To verify the Truth hereof, 

there are many Inſtances, Tobaccoes not being 
altogether impertinent, which the lower the” 
a far larger Reception and the 4 — e ; 
Rates have been made, the leſs hath been the 
Reyenue. __ | f 2f 1191 

The State of Venice, as long as they put low 

Cuſtoms on Goods, they carried the chief Trade 
of rhoſe Parts, and enriched themſelves"by" 
ſupplying all the Nations and Principatittes far | 
aod near ; but upon aiing'che Cuſtonis, eder 
Trade frangely decayed, and was transferved | 


(8) | 
to e een n their laying ſmall Impoſitions; 
ſo that 4 in a Mork 
in Fame the richeſt State in the World; but 
as Time increaſed their Wealth, ſo did Hit 
Ikewiſe — * Coyetouſneſs, which prompted 
them to graſp at more, no # rifing> their Co(- 
toms "whereupon: (notwithſtanding that unex- 
preſſible Expence of "Treaſure in erecting a 
ſtately Mould, for the Security and Shelter 
of Shipping, from the Dan To © thoſe bad 
Seas) their Trade ſuddenly iged and va- 
niſhed; but the great Duke of Tuſcany taking 
«his Advantage thereupon, made! Leghorn a Free 
Port; by which Means, of a poor Fiſher- 
E it became not only rich itſelf, but hath 
enriched his whole Territories, and continuerh 
the Storehouſe of all thoſe. Parts to this Day; 
ſo chat the State of Genoa, ſeeing their former 
Error, are now endeavouring to regain their 
former Loſs, and invite Trade, by” RE 
that hoes as free as Leghorn, | 

And this is. atothey Reaſon, as hs Hellan- 


ders alſo at this Time carry muy. | the * 
* From x uy > 23 G27 
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And rhis very 5 Way FO Ikemiſe-propoſed, 
"and ſore Progreſs made, for the ſetting of it 
a Foot here in ERS in the N 0 mg | 
Charles. 


tt It hath files the Policy: allo of our State 
-for the propagating of Trade, and conti- 
nuing the Staple of Woollen Manufactories 
-1nthis e to provide ſtrict Laws for pro- 
6 bibicing the n of Wool and Ful- 


9:903 1 lers 


&< 


Time, they became 


. 
« 


ers: Farthi; it being of ſuch weighty, Impor- 


tance, that in the Qbſeryance and ſtriq Exe- 


8 
4. 


cution of thoſe Laws, conſiſted the chief 


Riches of this Nation; and through the In- 
duſtry of the Merchant ( who. convoyed the 


Manufactories thereof, as all ſorts of Stuffs 
and Cloth, far and near) ſupplied the whole 


World therewith, and thereby it became as 


Beneficial to us as all the Spariards'Weſt- Indies 


was to them; but of late, ſome particular 


Men, to accompliſh their own private Gain, 
have frequently exported both Wool and Ful- 


lers Earth, into Foreign Parts (principally into 


Holland) whereby that Nation hath attained 
not only to the Height of our Art, in all ſuch 
like Manufactories, but likewiſe have in a 
great Meaſure drawn from us that Tra 

dy ſupplying other Nations; + and if this be 
not ſuddenly provided againſt by ſevere Laws, 


and as diligently look'd after for Prevention, 


will unavoidably ruin that our Trade, its Ex- 


portation being ſhrouded under ſuch ſubtle 


Ways as is not eaſily diſcovered. - /, 


© Theſe I ſuppoſe are Arguments "and; Dian: 
dents ſufficient to convince any Man of Rea- 


ſon, and therefore ſhall decline from enlarg- 


ing any farther, only ſhall offer theſe few 


Soeriptures following, to the Conſideration o 


this preſent Parliament. a I 


whole Nation are looking on this preſent Par- 


liament, and (longing for their Deliverance 
from all the tearing Briers of their Oppreſ- 


ſions, that like good Nehemiah (who, when che 


People 


* 


preffions, and that their Sons an 


(30 3 
People complained of their 8 and Op? 
| | Daughters 
were Servants, and that their Land and Vine- 
yards were mortgaged for Monies borrowed for 
to pay the King's Tribute) they will ſo manifeſt 
their Diſpleaſure and Anger, not only againſt 
the Oppreſſions and arbitrary Proceedings, of 
the Monopolizers of our Freedoms, by expoſing 
them to the Lafh of Juſtice for their Tyranny, 
(As he did, and yet went forward in the Work of the 
Wall) but likewiſe that they will utterly remove, 


and take away the Spawn which firſt engen- 


dered ſuch Thraldom, leaſt by its Cont inu- 
ance this whole Nation become not only diſ- 
abled from trading, bur likewiſe from paying 
their Impoſitions, for they cannot make Erick 
without Straw. 1 | 


And then likewiſe may they be in Hope in 
Time to redeem their mortgaged Lands and 


Houſes, and ſupport their tottering Eſtates. 


Ezek. xlvi. 18. Thus faith the Lord, remove 
Violence and Spoil, execute Judgment and Juſ- 
tice ; take away your Exattions from my People. 

Ia. lviii. 6. Is not this the Faſt that I have cho- 
Sen, to boſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, to undo the 
heavy Burthens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, aud 
that ye break every Toke ? SAS PEE 

Ver. 12. And they that ſhall be of thee, ſhall 
build the old waſie Places ; thou ſhalt raiſe up the 
Foundation of many Generations, and thou ſhalt be 
cail'd the Repairer of | Breaches, and Reſtorer of 


Paths to dewll _ | 


Printed in the Year 1659. 


